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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timety filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by York 
(U.S. 4,209,074). 

3. With respect to Claims 1, York discloses a steering column apparatus comprising: 
a steering shaft to which a steering wheel is mounted at the rear end portion thereof; a 
cylindrical steering column for rotatably supporting said steering column therein; vehicle 
body-side bracket used to sandwich and fix said steering column; a distance unit formed 
to be expanded from said steering column by plastic working and sandwiched by said 
body-side brackets; and position adjusting means for making the position of said steering 
column with respect to said body-side brackets adjustable within a predetermined 
adjustment range, wherein said position adjusting means comprises as its constituent 
element an adjusting bolt for passing through said body-side bracket and said distance 
unit so as to clamp said distance unit through said body-side bracket, and said adjusting 
bolt is positioned above said steering shaft. 
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With respect to the Claimed method of forming, making the said distance unit 
from said steering column by plastic working, is not germane to the issue of patentability 
of the device itself 

4. Regarding Claim 2, York further discloses a steering column apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein said steering column is adjustable in a tilting direction with respect to 
said body-side bracket, and the lower end of said body-side bracket is positioned higher 
than the lower surface of said steering column. 

5. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Livengood 
(U.S. 6,666,478). 

6. With respect to Claim 1, Livengood discloses a steering column apparatus 
comprising: a steering shaft to which a steering wheel is mounted at the rear end portion 
thereof; a cylindrical steering column for rotatably supporting said steering column 
therein; vehicle body-side bracket used to sandwich and fix said steering column; a 
distance unit formed to be expanded from said steering column by plastic working and 
sandwiched by said body-side brackets; and position adjusting means for making the 
position of said steering column with respect to said body-side brackets adjustable within 
a predetermined adjustment range, wherein said position adjusting means comprises as its 
constituent element an adjusting bolt for passing through said body-side bracket and said 
distance unit so as to clamp said distance unit through said body-side bracket, and said 
adjusting bolt is positioned above said steering shaft. 

With respect to the Claimed method of forming, making the said distance unit 
from said steering column by plastic working, is not germane to the issue of patentability 
of the device itself. 
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7. Regarding Claim 2, Livengood further discloses a steering column apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said steering column is adjustable in a tilting direction with 
respect to said body-side bracket, and the lower end of said body-side bracket is 
positioned higher than the lower surface of said steering column. 

8. With respect to Claim 3 and 5, as discussed above Livengood discloses the 
steering column according to Claims 1 and 2 above, respectively, Additionally, 
Livengood discloses the steering column apparatus claimed in Claims 1 and 2, wherein 
an electric assist mechanism for assisting a steering power of said steering wheel is 
secured to the tip end of said steering column. 

9. Claims 4 and 6 are anticipated by Livengood, because the invention of a steering 
column apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said plastic working is performed by 
hydroforming is not germane to the issue of patentability of the device itself. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph Rocca whose telephone number is 571-272-5191. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on 571-272-6669. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JMR 




